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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment and remarks received 1 1 December 2007 have been 
entered and overcome the objection to claim 24. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-12 and 22-24 are allowed. 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Regarding independent claim 1 , the prior art of record neither shows or 
suggests an electroluminescent device comprising, in addition to the other limitations of 
the claim, a second electrode having a surface including an inorganic oxide and a 
barrier layer having a second surface that includes an inorganic compound, the second 
surface of the barrier layer being in direct contact with the first surface of the second 
electrode. 

4. The closest prior art of Ogura (US 6,924,594) to independent claim 1 teaches, in 
Figure 2, an electroluminescent device comprising first electrodes (202); 
electroluminescent layers (207) disposed over the first electrodes; a second electrode 
(208, 209) disposed over the electroluminescent layers and having a first surface (210) 
that includes an inorganic oxide (col. 7, In. 44-47); and a barrier layer (211) having a 
second surface (21 0). However, Ogura fails to exemplify the second surface of the 
barrier layer being in direct contact with the first surface of the second electrode, as 
recited in independent claim 1 . Due to their dependencies upon independent claim 1 , 
claims 2-12 are also allowable. 
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5. Regarding independent claim 22, the prior art of record neither shows or 
suggests an electroluminescent device comprising, in addition to other limitations of the 
claim, a second electrode including an inorganic oxide and a barrier layer including an 
inorganic compound, the inorganic oxide of the second electrode directly contacting the 
inorganic compound of the barrier layer. 

6. The closest prior art of Ogura (US 6,924,594) to independent claim 22 teaches, 
in Figure 2, an electroluminescent device comprising first electrodes (202); 
electroluminescent layers (207) being disposed over the first electrodes; a second 
electrode (208/209) being disposed over the electroluminescent layers; and a barrier 
layer (210) including an inorganic compound. However, Ogura fails to exemplify the 
second electrode including an inorganic oxide, the inorganic oxide of the second 
electrode directly contacting the inorganic compound of the barrier layer, as recited in 
independent claim 22. 

7. Regarding independent claim 23, the prior art of record neither shows or 
suggests an electroluminescent device comprising, in addition to other limitations of the 
claim, a second electrode including an inorganic oxide and a barrier layer disposed on 
the second electrode and including silicon compound, the inorganic oxide of the second 
electrode directly contacting the silicon compound of the barrier layer. 

8. The closest prior art of Ogura (US 6,924,594) to independent claim 23 teaches, 
in Figure 2, an electroluminescent device comprising first electrodes (202); 
electroluminescent layers (207) disposed over the first electrodes; a second electrode 
being disposed over the electroluminescent layers; and a barrier layer (210) being 
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disposed on the second electrode and including silicon compound (col. 7, In. 44-47). 
However, Ogura fails to exemplify the second electrode including an inorganic oxide, 
the inorganic oxide of the second electrode directly contacting the silicon compound of 
the barrier layer, as recited in independent claim 23. 

9. Regarding independent claim 24, the prior art of record neither shows or 
suggests an electroluminescent device comprising, in addition to other limitations of the 
claim, a cathode including an inorganic conductive oxide and a barrier layer including an 
inorganic compound, the inorganic conductive oxide of the cathode directly contacting 
the inorganic compound of the barrier layer. 

1 0. The closest prior art of Ogura (US 6,924,594) to independent claim 24 teaches, 
in Figure 2, an electroluminescent device comprising anodes (202); electroluminescent 
layers (207) disposed over the anodes; a cathode (208) being disposed over the 
electroluminescent layers; and a barrier layer (210) including an inorganic compound. 
However, Ogura fails to exemplify the cathode including an inorganic conductive oxide 
and the inorganic conductive oxide of the cathode directly contacting the inorganic 
compound of the barrier layer, as recited in independent claim 24. 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 
rejection of claims 1-12 and 22-24 has been withdrawn. 
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Conclusion 

12. This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 
13-21 directed to an invention non-elected with traverse in the reply filed on 23 March 
2005. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS or SIXTY DAYS from the date of this letter, 
whichever is longer, to cancel the noted claims or take other appropriate action (37 CFR 
1 .144). Failure to take action during this period will be treated as authorization to cancel 
the noted claims by Examiner's Amendment and pass the case to issue. Extensions of 
time under 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will not be permitted since this application will be passed to 
issue. 

1 3. The prosecution of this case is closed except for consideration of the above 
matter. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Quarterman whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2461 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH (7-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Minh-Toan Ton can be reached on (571) 272-2303. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner Supervisory Patent Examiner 

Art Unit 2889 Art Unit 2889 



IK. Q.I 
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